TSA (Transportation Security Administration) approved procedure for Climbers Traveling by Air with Camp Stoves

For more and updated information, go to: www.tsa.gov
http://www.tsa.gov/travelers/airtravel/assistant/editorial_1187.shtm

Camping

Traveling with Special Items
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Outdoor enthusiasts should prepare and pack carefully so that they don't have to surrender items at the security checkpoint or have them removed from their checked baggage. A specific list of all permitted and prohibited items is at (link). Below is information specific to camping and outdoor activities:

Camp Stoves - These can travel as carry-on or checked luggage only if they are empty of all fuel and cleaned so that there are no vapors or residue left.  Simply emptying the fuel container will leave flammable vapors. We recommend that you ship the fuel containers to your destination ahead of time - passengers frequently have to leave them at the checkpoint because of fuel vapors.

Gasoline - You cannot bring any flammable liquids, including gasoline, in either your carry-on or checked luggage.
Print out the page concerning stoves from the TSA website and attach securely to your stove, and your empty fuel container.  Never pack pre-bottled /compressed fuels, buy those at your destination.  Make sure the lid to your fuel container is removed and taped to your fuel bottle.
Weeks before travel, thoroughly empty, air out, and clean your bottle(s) and stove.  Make sure there is no residual fuel vapors, or smell of fuel.   Along with your attachment of the TSA regulations to both your bottle and stove, attach a second note to the TSA that states:

( copy / paste / and print )

Dear TSA,

With respect to your posted regulations, Please DO NOT confiscate this stove and fuel bottle.  This camping stove equipment, has been properly aired, dried, and cleaned, and are safe to travel in checked luggage and fully complies with your posted guidelines and procedures for transporting camp stove equipment.   There are no fuel vapors or fuel smell present.   This equipment is safe for traveling.  

Thank you for ensuring my equipment travels to my destination.  We have a great climbing outing planned.  

